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Summary. An up-to-date key to the species of the genus Agrioc/eptes is given to separate all the known
taxa. A checklist with the known distribution records is given, as well as a synonym list.
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Resumen. Se brinda una clave actualizada a las especies del género Agrioc/eptes para identificar todos los
taxones conocidos. Se da una lista de las especies con sinonimias y su distribución geográfica.
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Introduction

The Apiomerinae subfamily is characterized
by an apical notch on the anterior tibiae for
the reception of the tarsi, although in Mi-
crauchenus Amyot &. Serville, 1843 it is re-
duced; reduced anterior tarsi; anterior tibiae
usually longer than femora and somewhat
curved, sometimes with dense erect pubes-
cence (Maldonado et al. 1993).

The genus Agrioc/eptes Stál, 1866 has a
Neotropical distr bution and has eight de-
scribed species (Maldonado 1990; Forero and
Giacchi 2001). Within the subfamily
Apiomerinae, l1eniartes Spinola, 1837 is the
only genus resemblingAgrioc/eptes, but the
latter has the head longer than the prono-
tum. the corium with waxy secretíons. the
membrane not completely dark but with so-
me pa!e areas. and the middle tibia not so
recurved (Wygodzinsky 1947; Costa Lima et
al. 1948); all these characteristics separate
it from l1eniartes.

Recently, Forero and Giacchi (2001) synony-
myzed Agrioc/eptes zischkei Wygodzinsky,
1953 under A. wygodzinskyi Prosen and
Martínez, 1953, a species from Cochabam-
ba, Bolivia. Unfortunately, a key to facilitate
separation of the species of Agrioc/eptes
was not feasible beca use the original de-
scription of A. salvatorianus Carcavallo and
Martínez, 1960, a species from Colombia,
was unavailable. Now with the paper of
Carcavallo and Martínez (1960) at hand, is
possible to give an up-to-date key to the
species of the genus, also. a checklist of the
species within the genus, their synonyms,
and their known distribution.

Species included

Stál (1866) erected the monotypic genus
Agrioc/eptes that included only A. albos-

parsus (Sta!, 1854). Wygodzinsky (1946)
redescribed the genus and added two new
species: A. schubarti and A. steli. Later
Wygodzinsky (1953) described four néw spe-
cies: A. bahianus, A. bergi, A. diectrichi and
A. zischkai. At the same year, Prosen and
Martínez (1953) describedA. wygodzinskyi.
Some years later, Carcavallo and Martínez
(1960) described A. salvatorianus, a new
species from Colombia. Recently, Forero and
Giacchi (2001) synonymyzed A. zischkai
under A. wygodzinskyi. No further species
has been described after A. salvatorianus,
neither no new information about this ge-
nus has been mentioned anywhere
(Maldonado 1990).

Color pattern and male genitalia characters
are used for the separation of species within
Agrioc/eptes (Wygodzinsky 1946, 1953).
Although male genitalia is very useful in vari-
ous groups of Reduviidae to separate spe-
cies (Coscarón 1983; Maldonado and
Santiago-Blay 1992; Jurberg and Galváo
1997; GiI-Santana and Alencar 2001), in
Agrioc/eptes the male gen italia is rather ho-
mogenous within species-groups and sorne-
what different between them (Wygodzinsky
1953), and so not so useful to identify par-
ticular species. Color pattern, in contrast, is
very constant within species (Wygodzinsky
1953) and helpful to distinguish them.

Key to the species of Agriocleptes

Wygodzinsky (1946) gave a key to separate
three species, and later he gave a key to
separate seven species (Wygodzinsky 1953).
Nevertheless, one of the species keyed in
the latter was recently synonymyzed (Forero
and Giacchi 2001), and a new species was
described later (Carcavallo and Martínez
1960) without including any key to accorn-
modate it. The key presented below is based
mainly on Wygodzinsky's key (1953).

1. Anterior pronotal lobe cornpletely, or
mostly. orange or reddish 2
Anterior pronotal lobe completely
brownish-black or deep black 7

2. Antennae completely darkened 3
Base and apex of so me antennae seg-
ments pale (Fig. 1) 4

3. Femora uniformly darkened (Fig. 2); ver-
tical processes of anterior lobe of
pronotum short. not longer than wide
at base (arrow, Fig. 3) A. schubarti
Femora yellowish brown with pale an-
nuli (Fig. 4); vertical processes of ante-
rior lobe of pronotum slightly broadened
and rounded at apex. teat-líke (arrow,
Fig. 5) A. salvatorianus

4. Anterior pronotallobe with a black cross-
like design, posterior pronotal lobe with
two darkened markings near its poste-
rior margin (Fig. 6) A. dietrichi
Neither anterior nor posterior pronotal
lo be with dark markings 5

5. Metapleura and posterior coxae much
darker than the anterior and median
ones; femora with a wide sub-basal dark
annuli (Fig. 7) A. bahianus
Metapleura and posterior coxae not con-
spicuously darker than anterior and me-
dian ones; femora with a different color
pattern 6

6. Base of tibiae yellowish, with conspícu-
ous deep dark annuli; femora yellowish
with dark annuli (Fig. 1); pleura mostly
reddish with diffuse dull brown areas ..
.................................... A. albosparsus

Base of tibiae practically yellowish, just
with two not so well defined, slightly
darker annuli; femora uniformly light
brown, with diffuse yellowish annuli (Fig.
8); mesa and metapleura deep brown-
ish-black A. stali
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figures 1-10. Morphology and color patterns of Agriocleptes species. 1: ttead, pronotum and legs of A. albosparsus (left anterior and medium
legs are not shown; lert antennae segments partially shown) [after Wygodzinsky (1946»). 2: Medium leg of A. schubarti [arter Wygodzinsky
(1946»). 3: Pronotum of A. schuberti, lateral view (punctuated head to show position in relation to pronotum, antennae not shown) [arter
Wygodzinsky (1946)). 4: Posterior leg of A. saluatorianus [after Carcavallo and Martínez (1960»). 5: Pronotum of A. saluatorianus, dorsal view
[arter Carcavallo and Martínez (1960»). 6: Pronotum of A. dietrichl, dorsal view [after Wygodzinsky (1953»). 7: Metapleura and posterior femur
of A. bahianus [after Wygodzinsky (1953»).8: Anterior leg of A. stali [after Wygodzinsky (1946»). 9: Posterior leg of A. bergi [arter Wygodzinsky
(1953»).10: Posterior leg of A. wygodzinskyi [after Wygodzinsky (1953)). Abbreviations: fern. femur; met. metapleura; tb. tibia.
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Species Known Distributlon

A. albosparsus (Stal, 1854)
ffarpactor albosparsus Stál. 1854
Agriocleptes alboconspersus StaL 1866
Agriocleptes albosparsus Stál, 1872
Trichoscelts alboconspersus Walker, 1873
Agriocoris (sic) alboconspersus Walker, 1873
Sthienera albosparsa Walker, 1873
tteniertes erythromerus Berg, 1879 (nec Spinola)
[misidentified)
Agriocleptes alboconspersus Wygodzinsky, 1946

A. bahianus Wygodzinsky, 1953

A. bergi Wygodzinsky, 1953
tteniertes erythromerus Berg, 1879 (nec Spinola)

A. dietrichi Wygodzinsky, 1953

A. salvatorianus Carcavallo &. Martínez, 1960

A. schubartl Wygodzinsky, 1946

A. stall Wygodzinsky, 1946

A. wygodzinskyi Prosen &. Martínez, 1953
Agriocleptes zischkai Wygodzinsky, 1953

Brazil (Amazonas, Goiás, Minas Gerais, Rio de Janeiro,
Sáo Paulo), Suriname, Paraguay

Brazil (Bahia)

Argentina (Misiones). Brazil (Minas Gerais, Rio Grande do Sul)

Brazil (Minas Gerais)

Colombia (Boyacá)

Brazil (Pernembuco)

Brazil (Mato Grosso)

Bolivia (Cochabamba)

Figure 11. Checklist of the Agriocleptes species.

7. Tibiae withpale bases; femora light brown
with dark annuli not so conspicuous (Fig.
9) A. bergi
Tibiae, each with one large basal dark an-
nulus; femora black, with one or two pale
annuli (Fig. 10) A. wygodzinskyi

Checklist of the Agriocleptes species

The checklist (Fig. 11) is based on the ma-
terial examined by Wygodzinsky (1946,
1953) and Carcavallo and Martínez (1960).
Synonyms follow Maldonado (1990) and
Forero and Giacchi (2001).
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