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Introduction

Dubois (2007) presented a list of several unjustified 
emendations of scientific names of tetrapods, and warned: 
“Although I did not survey the literature for other zoological 
groups, I presume that the same problem probably arose 
in several of them”. Thus, herein, we analyze cases of 
unjustified emendations in scientific names dedicated to 
people, published because of sex or the number of dedicatees, 
in the family Theraphosidae (Arachnida: Mygalomorphae), 
currently containing about 978 (2nd. Dec. 2016) species 
(Platnick 2016). 

Material and methods

To verify the changes in the scientific names of species over 
time we used the site World Spider Catalog (Platnick 2016) 
[http://www.wsc.nmbe.ch/]. The scientific names dedicated to 
people were analyzed in the articles of original descriptions, 
as well as subsequent emendations. 
	 For the preparation of species names as a tribute to a 
person, the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature 
(ICZN 1999) defines, in Article 31.1.2: “A species-group 
name, if a noun in the genitive case formed directly from a 
modern personal name, is to be formed by adding to the stem 
of that name –i if the personal name is that of a man, –orum 
if of men or of man (men) and woman (women) together, –ae 
if of a woman, and –arum if of women; the stem of such a 
name is determined by the action of the original author when 
forming the genitive”.
	 In accordance with the Code, emendations are “any 
demonstrably intentional change in the original spelling of 
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a name other than a mandatory change is an “emendation” 
except as provided in Article 33.4.” A “justified emendation” 
is “the correction of an incorrect original spelling in 
accordance with Article 32.5 and the name thus corrected 
retains the authorship and date of the original spelling 
[Art.19.2].” Finally, according to Article 33.2.3. of the Code 
“any other emendation is an “unjustified emendation”; the 
name thus emended is available and it has its own author 
and date and is a junior objective synonym of the name in its 
original spelling; it enters into homonymy and can be used as 
a substitute name”.

Results and discussion

It is important to point out clearly that the International Code 
of Zoological Nomenclature values the preservation of the 
original spelling, and this should not be modified unless it is 
incorrect (ICZN 1999). If the original spelling is considered 
incorrect then it must be changed: “when the spelling 
can be demonstrably shown, on the basis of the original 
publication itself, to be an inadvertent error” (Dubois 2007). 
Article 32.5.1.1 of the Code explicitly states that when a 
scientific name “was incorrectly transliterated or latinized 
is not an incorrect original spelling” (ICZN 1999). Thus, 
the names used for the specific epithets in the first column 
of Table 1 (original spellings) should be considered correct. 
However, the cases presented in the fourth column (Schmidt 
1993, 2003; Peters 2003) should be considered unjustified 
emendations, available but permanently invalid as a junior 
synonym of original names, as recommended by ICZN 
(1999), Dubois (2007) and Nemésio and Dubois (2012).
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Phoneyusa celerieri Smith, 1990 Marie-Louise Célérier celerierae Schmidt 1993
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Table 1. Cases of unjustified emendations in scientific names dedicated to people in species of tarantulas (Theraphosidae).
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