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Beetles hold a certain charm for researchers, to the extent that Haldane ventured to
consider them unusual in the Creation. Of these insects, the tiger beetles or cicindelids
are particularly attractive, although, worldwide, they have certain taxonomic gaps.
"Taxonomic revision of the Neotropical tiger beetle genera of the subtribe
Odontocheilina (Coleoptera: Cicindelidae)” is a monumental work that largely fills
these gaps and provides, without any doubt, a detailed revision of the taxonomy of 15
of the genera in this family.

The complete work offers a level of detail that is impressive, both for the number of
morphological characteristics available for consultation, and for the high definition of
the images (not few) that accompany the descriptions and redescriptions. It also
provides keys for the identification of species and groups of species, both for females
and males.

In the first volume (623 pages) the author deals with the genera Odontocheila,
Cenothyla and Phyllodroma, and in the second volume (589 pages) he deals with the
remaining genera (Mesochila, Beckerium, Ronhuberia, Brzoskaicheila, Poecilochila,
Mesacanthina, Pentacomia, Cheilonycha, Eulampra, Pometon, Oxygonia and
Opisthencentrus).

The structure of the treatment of each species contains: taxonomic history,
repositories of type material, additional revised material (if any), label information, a
differential diagnosis and respective variability, re-descriptions (when needed), and
some data on biology and distribution. All this is complemented by a comments
section where the author makes observations and important tips related to taxonomic
work, such as the arrangement of labels, the movement of specimens between
collections and potential errors incurred in previous descriptions (misidentifications,
spelling, processing of specimens, etc.).

Worldwide, tiger beetles are very popular because of their ecological importance and
their use as bioindicators in different environmental and agricultural contexts.
Unfortunately, for some regions, the taxonomic resolution of the family Cicindelidae
is still weak. This is the situation of Colombia, a megadiverse country where only 100
species of tiger beetle have been recorded. Thus, an update of the current taxonomic
and faunistic knowledge, as a starting point for future systematic studies was greatly
needed. Consequently, this book is undoubtedly a key reference for those who require
reliable taxonomic resolution in their academic contributions to the group. The work
is clearly the product of the extensive and particular dedication of Jiri Moravec (Czech
Republic) to this family of insects.
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